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Friary Kitchen and Bathroom Remodel Update�

 

Our Friary Kitchen is taking shape! Demolition began May 16, and as you can see 

in this photo, the space has opened up! The small section of blue tile on the right 

highlights what was the tiniest half-bath, and next to that, you can see the outline 

of the wall removed that once separated the kitchen and ironing room. Since this 

demolition, our contractor, Advance Companies, added a support beam, leveled 

the floor, completed the electrical work, and installed new Andersen windows. 

Opening underutilized adjoining spaces and updating our Friary will make for an 

ideal space for cooking and eating together for years to come.   

 

Patience is a virtue. Good things come to those who wait. Whatever phrase  

you choose, the truth is, as with any large project, we've had to navigate labor  

shortages, shipping challenges, and structural surprises that have delayed and  

extended the project. Hope is not lost as we continue to see progress and look forward to enjoying the fruits of our 

labors—our Friary has been a place to gather since 1958, and we know this update will set us up for the future!  

 

While not initially a part of the plan, we are also remodeling the bathroom in Fr. James' suite this summer. We discovered 

this spring that the bathroom in the suite had extensive water damage. Unfortunately, this was not a new problem as we 

repaired this same bathroom on June 5, 2019. At that time, mold was found and mitigated, and additional insulation was 

added to the attic to prevent this. Since then, the wall continued to blister, and we ultimately discovered that the pipe 

providing the in-floor heating (the only heat source for the bathroom) had been leaking for many years. In some ways, it 

was providential timing to do this at the same time as the kitchen remodel, as the concrete floor had to be busted to find 

and repair the hole in the pipe. Additionally, the studs in the bathroom wall were damaged and have now been replaced. In 

the end, the pink bathroom will be fully refreshed with a shower instead of a tub, new tile, and flooring (not so surprisingly, 

Fr. James selected a different color than pink!). And an exhaust fan has been added to prevent future damage. We are 

grateful our parish has the financial stability to support unforeseen projects like this. While we do not yet know the total 

expenses, we do know that an insurance claim will cover at least a portion of the bathroom remodeling expenses.  

 

While the kitchen is being remodeled, Fr. James, Fr. Edwin, and the other CFIC priests have creatively prepared meals 

between the sink in their rec room, Activities Building kitchen, and the other parishes they serve.  

 

Capital Needs Fund Update�
 

We are grateful for our community's generosity and investment in our parish's future through our Capital Needs Fund. We 

currently have $135,038.70 in this fund. Having a healthy Long-Term Capital Needs Fund has allowed us to plan for and 

take on a kitchen remodel and manage additional unforeseen Friary projects in Fiscal Year 22: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022 

(FY22), without additional fundraising. The kitchen remodel project is budgeted for $83,000, and $38,353.84 in expenses 

have already been paid in FY 22. An additional $10,000 was budgeted for the replacement of the original windows in the 

kitchen area. New flooring for Fr. James' bedroom and office in the Friary was replaced for $4,442.78. Thank you for 

generously ensuring we have functional spaces on our property. 
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Children in the Church�
 

It’s often said that ‘a crying church is better than a dying 

church’. So many thoughts come to my mind when I see the 

presence of many children in our church during liturgy, and 

sometimes some of them making some noises. How should  

we approach this? We may have different opinions on this.  

 

My first thought is, what would Jesus have done if he was  

the celebrant? We read in the gospel of Luke that at a time 

when children had little worth and not respected, people 

were bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the  

disciples saw this, they rebuked them, as if they were disturbing the Lord. But  

Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and 

do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I  

tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will  

never enter it.” (Lk 18:16-17) 

 

It is very interesting to note that Luke places this notation soon after Jesus  

explained the parable of the Pharisee and publican at prayer in the temple,  

concluding thus: “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and  

those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Jesus points to children as an  

example of humility, a requirement for entry to the Kingdom.                                                                 

 

We all love children and we also love to have a serene and ‘undisturbed’  

atmosphere while at prayer. Sometimes we lament that the majority of those  

coming to liturgy are the older generation. We pray and desire to have more and 

more youth and younger families come to the church, to make it more alive and 

vibrant, even if some faithful may be bothered by the cry of a baby during Mass.   

Jesus continues to teach us in Mark: “Whoever welcomes one of these little  

children in my name welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one 

who sent me.” (Mk 9:37) On the other hand, in 

case a child is continuously crying during Mass, any 

wise mother has the option to take the baby to 

the gathering area to give better care and comfort 

to the child and help the faithful better focus.  

 

While thanking God for the blessing of the elderly, 

I think, we also should always be rejoicing and 

thanking the Lord for making our church look 

young! :) 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Fr. James Chitteth, CFIC 
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Catechist Farewells�
 

Thank you to Jim & Mary Koepke and Breta MacPhie, for serving as catechists  

for 30 years or more each! By conservative estimates, this equals about: 

 

�� 1,300 Faith Formation Class Sessions 

�� 1,400 Students 

�� 4,400 Hours of Preparation and Teaching 

 

We are grateful for your service!  

Jim and Mary will continue teaching formation up north, keeping up with their grandchildren, and  

ramping up for the Duluth Diocese Adventure Race, where Jim will be running in July. Thankfully, we will still have the 

pleasure of seeing Breta on campus as she continues to serve in other ministries. Wednesday nights will not be the same 

without Jim, Mary, and Breta! You have touched the lives of so many of our youth and been Christ’s Light in their lives. 

Thank you, and God bless you!   

Photo by WORLDFRED Photography. First Holy Communion:  

We celebrated First Holy Communion for ten children 

from our community at 10 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 24. 

We additionally celebrated First Holy Communion with one 

child at 8:45 a.m. Mass on Thursday, May 5. Let us pray for 

God's blessings on these young individuals! May this day be 

a step toward a life-long love of the Eucharist.  

Photo by WORLDFRED Photography. Confirmation: 

Congratulations and blessings to the eight youth who  

received the Sacrament of Confirmation at the Basilica of 

Mary on Tuesday, April 26. Let us pray for God's blessings 

on these young individuals! May the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

fill them as they go forth, living their faith with joy! 

Fall 2022 Registration�
�

Thank you to those who have already registered for faith formation next year. For those who have yet to register, forms 

are available on our Faith Formation page: saintbonaventure.org/faith-formation Please register as soon as possible. This 

helps us form class lists and order classroom materials. We realize you may not know your child’s fall/school schedule yet, 

so we will offer an opportunity to make changes to your registration in August, but we must have the completed form so 

we may begin preparing for the upcoming year. If you have any questions, please call the Faith Formation office. Thank you! 

Help is Needed�
�

We need faith formation teachers, substitutes, hall monitors, office aids, and Celebrate the Word facilitators. Our program 

depends on people like you! Prayerfully consider how you can share your faith and gifts. If you are interested in helping or 

have questions about any of these ministries, please call Rebecca at 952-854-4753. All volunteers who work with children/

teens/vulnerable adults must have met three standards: 1) sign a Code of Conduct, 2) submit a background check, and  

3) complete a Virtus training session. Get started at virtusonline.org. 
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Archdiocesan Synod 2022�

The Second Synod of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis 

In 2019, the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis began a Synod process to help  

Archbishop Hebda discern the pastoral priorities of our local Church today – and into the future. 

 

Listening Sessions: Fall 2019 

8,173 individuals with 35,026 written comments three focus areas 

With the feedback from the Listening Sessions, Archbishop Hebda discerned three focus areas: 

 

1. Forming parishes that are in the service of evangelization. 

2. Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love and respond to his call. 

3. Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young.    

 

Parish Consultation with Small Groups: Fall 2021 

68,000+ feedback forms with 46,000 suggestions 50+ draft synod propositions 

Synod leaders synthesized feedback from the below small group discussions to craft 50+ propositions, or action items.  
 

The Heart of the Gospel — “Kerygma” and Forming Missionary Disciples - Sept. 23 

Life-long Discipleship and Universal Call to Holiness - Sept. 30 

Welcoming Parishes and Collaboration in Parish Ministry - Oct. 7 

Liturgy and Sunday Experience and Sharing the Gospel in Word and Deed - Oct. 14 

Parents as Primary Educators and Helping the Young Encounter Jesus - Oct. 28 

Youth Ministry and Young Adult Ministry - Nov. 4 

 

Parish Synod Leadership Consultation: Spring 2022 

1,500 Parish Leaders provided 4,500+ feedback forms 40 synod propositions  

Each parish was asked to select one topic per focus area, prayerfully review the corresponding draft propositions and  

submit one proposition per focus area to the archdiocese. Feedback from parishes resulted in 40 propositions to be  

discussed, discerned and voted on at the Archdiocesan Synod Assembly in June. At Saint Bonaventure, our pastor and  

ten designated Synod leaders from our parish discussed the propositions related to these topics.  

 

Forming parishes that are in the service of evangelization: Collaboration in parish ministry 

Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love & respond to his call: Encounter and life-long formation 

Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young: Youth ministry (grades 6-12) 

 

Archdiocesan Synod Assembly: June 3-5, 2022 

500 delegates met June 3-5 discussed, discerned, and voted on 40 synod propositions  

500 Synod delegates discussed, discerned, and voted on 40 synod propositions. Most delegates represented parishes (each 

parish could send two parishioners); participants also included priests, consecrated women and men, and lay leaders.  

The results of that voting will inform a pastoral letter Archbishop Hebda plans to write and release Nov. 21, the feast of 

Christ the King. That letter will be followed by an action plan to help parishes and Catholics implement those priorities. 

Five individuals from Saint Bonaventure were present as delegates.  

 

Pastors nominated two members to serve as delegates from each parish to proceed from the Parish Synod Leadership Consultation. 

�� Peggy Fouts, Parish Representative  

�� Wendell Kawakami, Parish Representative  
 

Archbishop Hebda appointed more than 100 other Members, clergy, and lay leaders to participate in the Synod Assembly in  

keeping with canon law requirements.  

�� Fr. James Chitteth, Deanery 15 Representative  

�� Deacon Mickey Redfearn, Deacon Representative (13 deacons from across the archdiocese) 

�� Jodi Ketter, Lay Ecclesial Representative (8 lay professional ministers across the archdiocese) 

 

Archbishop Hebda’s Pastoral Letter: November 21, 2022 

Voting results of 40 Synod propositions by 500 delegates informs Archbishop Hebda’s pastoral letter  

While the Synod Assembly marked the culmination of a three-year process, the work is just beginning. Archbishop  

Hebda will discern the Synod Assembly's feedback on recommended Pastoral Priorities and then write a Pastoral Letter.  

The Pastoral Letter is expected to shape the focus of parish ministry and individual Catholics and then lead to a Synod  

Implementation Plan for the renewal of our local Church. 
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The ‘how’ of Synod implementation rooted in archdiocesan, parish teams 

Catholic Spirit: June 24, 2022  

 

Before the pastoral letter is released, the archdiocese plans to implement an Office of Synod Implementation; a Team to 

assist Parish Teams; an advisory council to advise on pastoral and theological matters; and vicars for evangelization to  

provide encouragement and accountability to parishes as they implement the Synod. 

 

Pastors are expected to create Parish Synod Implementation Teams in collaboration with their pastoral council and staff. 

Teams should include ex officio members such as parochial vicars, deacons, school principals, religious education directors, 

and parish council delegates. Teams are also expected to consist of parishioners and staff “distinguished by their proven 

charism of evangelization and potential to draw others to Christ.” 

 

The creation of the archdiocesan office, parish teams, and other roles is designed to help the archdiocese bring about  

the Synod’s intended changes. What the structure aims to avoid, said Bishop Williams is the need for a group of people  

to gather ten years from now to “dream the same dreams and have the same hungers” because the work of our 2022  

Archdiocesan Synod never came to fruition. 

 

Bishop Williams shared these teams are part of an “apostolic structure” and are the “how” of Synod implementation. The 

“what” these teams implement will not be known until Archbishop Hebda releases his pastoral letter. These teams ensure 

we’re ready to go once the document is published. And we’re ready to implement not just from above, but from below, in 

the parishes with your teams. 

 

Bishop Williams expects Synod implementation to be as diverse as the archdiocese's parishes. "While we're proposing a 

relative uniformity, there's going to be great diversity in the expression. That comes from you, the parish you know and 

love, with the vision of your pastor and the leadership teams you already have in place," he said. “It’s going to be your 

vision, your dreams that allowed this method to bear fruit in your parishes.” 

 

For more information:  

Archdiocese of Saint Paul & Minneapolis: archspm.org/synod/ 

Catholic Spirit: thecatholicspirit.com/synod2022/ 

Parish Vision Plan Review�

Joint Meeting of Parish Pastoral Council and Staff  on April 5 

 

To get our staff and the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) working more closely towards unified goals, Fr. James and Deacon 

Mickey organized a joint meeting on April 5. We compiled a review of the work that has been done toward the  

Overarching Goals and Indicators of Achievement as laid out in the Parish Vision Plan for 2019-2021: 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, we discussed the Archdiocesan Synod and the topics highlighted through feedback from our Parish  

Consultation with Small Groups and Parish Synod Leadership Consultation. We look forward to Archbishop Hebda's  

Pastoral Letter and the Synod Implementation Plan to see how these pieces align before establishing our next set of goals. 

 

As we walked through the Parish Vision Review, leaders provided individual feedback on each goal: rating how they felt  

we were progressing towards the goal and suggesting three things they would like to see implemented toward the goal. 

And finally, we asked what areas they think we need to focus on next. The Parish Vision Review, Archdiocesan Synod  

information, and survey were shared with those unable to attend, along with the Finance Council. We have compiled  

all the feedback and notes to keep us moving forward with these same goals until we understand where the Archdiocesan 

Synod is leading. Once we know Archbishop Hebda's initiatives, we can work towards goals that help Saint Bonaventure 

and our local Church look towards the future. 

1. Communications, Marketing, and Technology 

2. Emerging Generations 

3. Intentional Diversity 

4. Leadership Development 

5. Safety and Facilities Management 
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner�
 

Fun food – ‘mazing magic – and heavenly helpers! After a two-year hiatus,  

we were again able to treat St. Boni volunteers to an evening of 

appreciation. On Saturday, April 30, we opened the doors to nearly 200 

volunteers to thank them for all they do to 

make our parish a better place to worship. 

Anyone who volunteered time or talent in 

the past, present, or future was welcome 

to join us. The staff enjoyed greeting each 

arrival, offering appetizers, beverages, and 

handing out Saint Bonaventure t-shirts during the social hour. After a prayer of gratitude 

and praise by Fr James, we enjoyed a tasty meal from Nan’s Catering, then sat back for the 

fun entertainment of BlackSmith Magic. (Mr. “Black” is our very own parishioner, Paul 

Sedler.) It felt great to get back together and have a large gathering in Ambrose Hall again. 

Our guest of honor was † Phyllis Genest (who passed on May 26, 2022), who started the 

tradition of an annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner more than 40 years ago! Even our kids 

got into the action by helping clear tables and adding extra entertainment as guests wrapped 

up the evening. (Thanks, Luke B!) We want all of you who were able to come - and those 

unable to join us - to know how much we appreciate all you do to keep the parish strong.  

 

If you would like a Saint Bonaventure t-shirt, we plan to distribute remaining shirts after Mass July 9 and 10, at the 

Feast of Saint Bonaventure Picnic! You can also stop in the Parish Office, Monday-Friday, 9:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Staff Development�
 

In an effort to grow together our Saint Bonaventure staff has recently taken 

two opportunities for staff development.  

 

Feed My Starving Children: On Tuesday, May 10 we joined together with 

other volunteers for nearly two hours, collectively packing 19,872 meals to be 

sent to Somalia. 

 

Staff Retreat: We gathered together for a day of spiritual reflection, prayer, 

and team-building at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake on Tuesday, 

May 24. It was a very special day shared together. 

Athletic Field Joint Use Agreement�
 

We recently updated our Joint Use Agreement with the City of Bloomington for the athletic fields located on the south 

end of our property. The Bloomington City Council approved this Agreement between the Church of Saint Bonaventure 

and the City of Bloomington at their meeting on May 23. Here are the key points:  

 

�� This Agreement lasts for ten years, ending August 31, 2032. 

�� Either party can cancel at any time with a 60-day notice. 

�� The City of Bloomington can use the fields: Monday-Friday, April 15-August 31, 5 p.m. to dark. 

�� Saint Bonaventure can use the fields: anytime they are not already in use by the City of Bloomington. 

�� The City of Bloomington will mow and provide routine maintenance. 
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Center for Mission�

The Center for Mission promotes and coordinates mission 

outreach helping to build bridges of cooperation and  

communion between the Archdiocese of St. Paul and  

Minneapolis, global and local communities. Our community  

at Saint Bonaventure gave generously to the Center for  

Mission to help support others: 

 

 

 

 
 

�

Cans for the Poor 

Our can recycling program recently generated $329.20  

to support Sr. Rose Hang Vu in her mission to help God’s 

poor children in Vietnam. If you would like to participate, 

drop your cans off in the recycling area located between  

the Parish Office and Church. 

Respect Life Ministry�
 

Mother’s Day Flower Sale: Our Respect Life Ministry sold flowers on Mother’s Day Weekend: May 7-8. Proceeds of 

$357.50 were sent to Abria Pregnancy Resources to support life for other children and moms.  

 

Diaper Drive: Every year our Respect Life Ministry conducts a diaper drive for St. Vincent de Paul food shelf recipients. 

between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Thank you for helping babies and their moms!  

�� We received: Diaper Wipes - 2,456 and Diapers: Size 4 - 27; Size 5 - 1,287; Size 6 - 610 �

Thank you for keeping the good of others in your heart and actions!�

$1,274.00 - Catholic Home Missions 

$241.85 - CRS Rice bowl 

$1,599.00 - Global Solidarity Sunday 

$2,721.12 - Holy Land Collection 

$1006.00 - Peter’s Pence 

Catholic Services Appeal�

Your contribution to the Catholic Services Appeal  

Foundation (CSAF) ensures vital outreach ministries in our 

Archdiocese, such as Hospital Chaplaincies, Prison Ministry, 

and Pro-Life Ministries. If our parish exceeds our annual 

CSAF campaign goal of $45,257 or the amount we raised 

last year ($50,765), a portion is shared with us to help us in 

our ministry. We are currently 85% ($38,464) towards our 

goal. If you would like to donate, visit: givecsaf.org 

�

CFIC Children’s Mission 

Every summer, we are visited by missionary priests from 

near and far. This year's missionary priest was Fr. George 

with The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate  

Conception, (CFIC). Through several caring centers in  

different countries, CFIC takes care of thousands of  

physically or mentally challenged children, poor, abandoned, 

or orphaned children. Our community was generous in  

contributing $3,134 to the CFIC Children’s Mission.  

Thank You for Supporting the MinisTREE �
 

Thank you for responding to the MinisTREE program so generously! We received more 

than 150 cards back with $13,834, more than $1,550 value of in-kind items, and nearly 130 

service hours donated! Additionally, you responded to our Tree Fund with nearly $1,700. 

Your gifts bless our ministries with items outside of our ordinary budget: 

�� Financial gifts to help our youth experience Catholic Youth Summer Camp and seek higher education through   

our Saint Bonaventure Scholarship Fund. 

�� Tools to extend our reach with new clocks and statues to enhance our Faith Formation classrooms, tall mobile   

panels to serve as dividers for the Activities Building, replacement tools for our buildings and grounds team, and      

supplies to help our crafting friends make beautiful keepsakes! 

�� Adding beauty to our sacraments and spaces with new vestments for our clergy, decorative plant pots for our 

sanctuary, and replacement trees, mulch, and prayer garden supplies to beautify our grounds! 

�� Helping our neighbors who benefit from the St. Vincent de Paul food shelf with many in-kind items, pyxes for taking 

Communion to the Homebound and financially supporting the Grief Coalition and BeFrienders ministries. 

�� Hands to help our Communion to the Homebound, and liturgical ministries thrive!  

 

We are grateful for your financial and tangible gifts—it is truly your hands, hearts, and feet making our community vibrant! 

We are also grateful to the Saints Ann & Wendelinus Catholic United Financial Council #46, who will donate of $5 per 

completed MinisTREE card up to $500 from our 2022 MinisTREE campaign. 
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�� Metro Meals on Wheels  - $1,000 

�� School Sisters of Notre Dame - $1,000 

�� Sharing and Caring Hands - $1,000 

�� St. Vincent de Paul Society - $1,000 

�� VEAP - $1,000 

�� Loaves and Fishes - $307.30 (food purchased) 

�� Friends of the Poor (Sr. Rose’s Vietnamese Mission) - $275.22 

40th Anniversary Garage Sale�
 

One person’s trash is another person’s treasure, and our Saint Bonaventure volunteers spent a busy week proving it! Many 

skilled hands came together May 15-21 for another record-breaking year. We are incredibly grateful for the leadership of 

Sue Weberg, JoAnn Dale, Ruth Pladsen, and Benita Welch, who stepped up this year to continue our tradition leading this 

annual project as a team. The Bloomington Sun Current wrote a great story about our sale, “Bloomington church garage 

sale marks 40 years” complete with interviews from Sue Weberg and Phyllis Genest which you can read online at: 

bit.ly/40thAnniversaryGarageSale. 

 

Thank you to all who donated, worked, and shopped at the garage sale, making these gifts from our record-breaking 

proceeds of $11,582.52 to help those in need possible! 
 

�� Alight Ukraine Response - $1,000 

  (Formerly American Refugee Committee) 

�� ANswering the Cry of the Poor (ANCOP) - $1,000 

�� Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis - $1,000 

�� Cristo Rey Jesuit High School - $1,000 

�� Feed My Starving Children - $1,000 

�� Habitat for Humanity  - $1,000 

Craft Boutique Proceeds�
 

With hands for crafting and hearts for God, our Craft Group is dedicated  

to creating treasured keepsakes. Thank you to all who made purchases at  

the Christmas and Spring Craft Boutiques and donations of or towards  

supplies. Through your generosity, we could donate to the following: 
 

�� Bridging 

�� Donations to support two individual seminarians: 

��Matthew Sell, Saint John Vianney College Seminary 

��Eric Miller, Saint Paul Seminary 

�� Faith Formation materials at Saint Bonaventure 

�� Friary Bathroom Remodel 

�� Tree Fund 

 

Our Craft Group meets every Tuesday from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Activities Building. Please join us or stop by!  

Your ideas are needed, and your talents are appreciated. Craft Group is a fun way to socialize and use your skills or  

learn new ones as we gather to make items for our craft sales. Be sure to visit our Craft Tent at the Fall Festival! 

Cherub Memorial Garden �
 

The Cherub Memorial Garden, located adjacent to the north parking lot  

of the church, is a welcoming place for ALL to come to pray, rest and  

enjoy the beauty of the flowering plants and shrubs throughout the  

changing seasons!  

 

In support of Saint Bonaventure families who have lost a child in early  

pregnancy, stillbirth, SIDS, or infancy, we remember these cherubs with  

a solar memorial light and annual flowers planted by the families in the  

inner section of the garden. 

 

This year we have two new beautiful additions to our beautiful prayer garden for the benefit of all. Frank Tester and sib-

lings donated a St. Francis statue for the prayer garden in memory of their mother, Carleen Tester. And a new cross stat-

ue was donated by Klier’s Nursery & Garden. The Cherub Memorial Garden was blessed by Fr. James on Sunday, May 29.�
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VEAP School Supply Drive and Distribution�
 

VEAP is collecting school supplies to distribute to our local school districts with the support of local faith communities, 

businesses, and partners. Join us in supporting Bloomington children's academic success by ensuring they have all the  

supplies they need for the year. This year Jumpstart2School will be August 11, from 4-7 p.m. at Kennedy High School.  

We greatly enjoyed hosting this event at Saint Bonaventure the last three years and hope you will continue supporting this 

beautiful program. Your donations and help are greatly appreciated—this program distributed 700 backpacks last year! 

 

Donate Supplies: Bring new backpacks and other traditional school supplies in the Gathering Space July 16-31.  

Volunteer: If you would like to help pack backpacks or on event day find sign-up at: saintbonaventure.org/justice--charity.  

Summer 2022 Grief Series: Thursdays, 4:30 � 6 p.m.�

Transfiguration Lutheran Church: 11000 France Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 55431 | 952�884�2364�

Bloomington�Richfield Grief Support Coalition | brgriefcoalition.com�

 

Habits of Resilience for Grieving, Beryl Schewe  - July 21  

Strategies for Getting Unstuck, Beryl Schewe  - July 28 

Understanding Grief, Mary Marcoux  - August 4  

Going Back to Familiar Places, Rev. Kenneth DeFor - August 11  

Dealing With Being Grief Stuck, Dale Swan - August 18  

Discernment: Exploring Ones Losses and Grief, Ted Bowman - August 25 �

St. Vincent de Paul Food Shelf Needs Your Help�
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Food Shelf is asking for your help. Right now, we desperately need nonperishable food items to fill 

empty spots on our shelves. June just ended, and we served 152 visitors, representing 505 hungry people this month alone! 

Due to increasing prices for everything and continuing food shortages, the number of visitors continues to grow. We have 

new people registering all the time, often referred by VEAP and other agencies. We never turn anyone away—please help 

us help others. May the Lord reward you for your generosity and extending hope to your brothers and sisters. 

 

This month we are in particular need of peanut butter, spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, tomato 

soup, cream of mushroom soup, cream of chicken soup, macaroni & cheese, and pork & beans. 

The need is urgent! Every single jar, can and package is needed and appreciated! Please place 

donations in the SVDP Bin beneath the watchful eyes of Our Lady of Guadalupe (inside 

Door #2 on the south side). Please DO NOT leave any food items by the bread shelves! 

House of Bread�
Fr. Edwin Ngah�

 

I am so happy to share my simple short experience with Saint Bonaventure. A few days after l arrived, l observed the flow 

of people in the church, Adoration Chapel, and the loaves of bread in the corner. I immediately figured out God's absolute 

goodness and blessing to the community. The physical and spiritual nourishment. Saint Bonaventure is Bethlehem to 

me. Bethlehem means "house of bread." It was in Bethlehem with such an evocative name that the One was born who said, 

"I am the bread which came down from heaven" and, "I am the bread of life." Saint Bonaventure is a little "House of Bread."  

 

You can distinguish the spiritual from the physical at Saint Bonaventure. The Spiritual bread is right inside the Adoration 

Chapel, where people are always adoring. While the physical bread is outside with no adoration. What a great difference 

and a great message. "Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." - John 6:27 What a place to be! Saint Bonaventure is a 

place of encounter with God. The quietness speaks to the soul, welcoming people, fervorous pillars of the pilgrim Church.  

 

I, a poor servant, am so grateful to be here. I believe in spiritual struggle as a gift and opportunity to be what God wants us 

to be in Him. I await and see every affliction and persecution as a means to testify the Goodness of God and shame to evil. 
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Many hands, feet, and hearts come together to make our annual outdoor festival a success. 

Here are a few ways to participate in the fun and support this special community event! 

 

Raffle: $5 per Ticket     $5,500 Value – 15 Chances to win! 
 

Purchase or sell raffle tickets. Your participation in this fundraiser makes a difference as the money 

raised helps us continue our mission to Love God - Love Others - Make Disciples. 
 

PICK UP tickets in the Gathering Space. Additional tickets are available in Parish Office. 
 

RETURN completed stubs, money, and unsold tickets: drop them off in the collection basket, 

parish office, or by mail: Saint Bonaventure, 901 E. 90th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420 
 

Contact Sue Weberg at 612-386-1965 with questions about the Raffle. 

 

Silent Auction 
 

Help by creating a basket of your own, dropping off items, or making a cash donation. Creatively 

themed baskets, unique products, and service donations make great gifts! 
 

BRING donations to the Parish Office or Activities Building by August 31. 
 

Contact Beth at 952-657-8731 with questions about the Silent Auction. 

 

Volunteer 
 

There are many opportunities to join in the fun - our festival is full of variety! Families, friends, and 

neighbors are welcome and encouraged to volunteer together. 
 

SIGN UP after August 20 in the Gathering Space or online, saintbonaventure.org/fall-festival. 
 

Contact Art or Nancy at 952-854-3347 or abreitbarth@comcast.net about volunteering. 

 

Children’s Games 
 

We are looking for prize donations for Children’s Games: 2-liter bottles of pop, store-purchased 

cookies, new or gently-loved stuffed animals. 
 

BRING donations to the bins in the Gathering Area or front entrance of the Activities Building. 
 

Contact Denise at 612-554-4963 with questions about the Children’s Games. 

 

Parade 
 

We invite our youngest parishioners to help us kick off our festival and dress up, decorate bikes, 

wagons, big wheels, or even little brothers in our St. Boni’s Fall Festival Parade at 10 a.m.! 
 

MEET for the parade line up in the north parking lot at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 10. 
 

Contact Julie at 952-881-6836 or djvang81@outlook.com with questions about the parade. 

 

Pray for great weather, a successful festival, and spread the word! 
 

Shout from the rooftops, invite family and friends, or share our Facebook event. Our festival has  

fun for everyone! This is a time for fun and fellowship for all. Please soak it in and share in the fun. 
 

Thank you for your participation and support—together we are a vibrant, faith-filled community! 
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Summer Youth Group Events�
�

 

Summer Youth Group: Tuesdays, 5-7 p.m.  

Summer Youth Group is a weekly event for our youth to come together and have fun 

during the summer! There will be snacks, games, fun, and community for Grades 6-12 

every Tuesday from 5 – 7 p.m. in the Youth Room. (Please fill out our permission form 

at saintbonaventure.org/youth-ministry before attending—you only need to fill it out once.) 

 

Teen Bible Study: Thursdays, 6-7 p.m.  

Teen Summer Bible Study is an event for high schoolers (Grades 9-12) to come 

together to build a relationship with the Lord by reading scripture every Thursday 

from 6-7 p.m. in the Youth Room. This event is a time to envelop yourself in the bible 

to better understand God's word. (Fill out our permission form at saintbonaventure.org/

youth-ministry before attending—you only need to fill it out once.) 

 

Questions? Contact Jenna Pepka, Youth Minister at 952-297-8414 | jennap@saintbonaventure.org 

Parish Pastoral Council �

Meeting Minutes�
 

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is an advisory body of 

parishioners established to consult with the pastor and 

recommend the direction of the parish in keeping with our  

parish mission to Love God - Love Others - Make Disciples. Once 

approved, minutes recorded from the PPC Meetings are posted 

online at saintbonaventure.org/pastoral-council. If you would like 

to read a hard copy of the minutes, please visit the main office. 

 

Tammy Arndorfer, chair, 952-221-6293 

Julie Lewis, vice chair, 952-884-5207 

pastoralcouncil@saintbonaventure.org. 

Saint Bonaventure Scholarship�
    

The Saint Bonaventure Scholarship honors high school seniors for  

their academic excellence and contributions to our parish and  

community. Founded in 2000 by an endowment from Ed and Rita  

Pidde, our scholarship program has continued to grow through the 

generosity of our community. Fr. James awarded $1,000 scholarships 

to Nikki Mills and Evan Halpin at 10 a.m. Mass on Sunday, June 12. 

 

Nikki Mills graduated from Rosemount High School. A member of 

the National Honor Society, Nikki is active in speech, soccer, cross 

country, and tennis through her school. At Saint Bonaventure,  

Nikki is involved with youth ministry, has participated in the Palm  

Sunday Passions reading, and currently serves as a youth representative on the Parish Pastoral Council. Nikki will be  

attending St. Edwards University in Austin, TX.  

 

Evan Halpin graduated from Chesterton Academy. Magna Cum Laude National Latin Exam. Evan participated in school 

choir, baseball, and theater. At Saint Bonaventure, Evan is an altar server, helped start a children's choir, and does Martin 

Luther Care Center Mass and Stations of the Cross. Evan will be attending the University of Mary in Bismarck, ND. 
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Appalachia Christmas Shoe Box Mission Project�

September 12 � October 24�

Becky Running�

 

Thank you to all who have graciously participated in the Appalachia Christmas Shoe Box Mission Project in the past, many 

of you year after year! We are grateful for your immense generosity, which has touched the lives of many children and 

families in one of the poorest regions of our country. This mission started in 2013, and more than 10,000 shoeboxes have 

been sent from the St. Paul and Minneapolis Archdiocese! Last year, Saint Bonaventure generously sent 103 shoe boxes 

and several larger boxes of items. 

 

We will begin collecting packed shoeboxes and gifts to be included in shoe boxes the week after the Fall Festival. The  

Shoe Box Mission Project is a wonderful project for children, families, and people of all ages, so be creative and have fun!  

 

We sincerely appreciate the shoe boxes already packed. Please label which category your gift is for, and we suggest  

each box include a mixture of necessary items and fun Christmas gifts. Gift donations must be new, as this may be our  

recipients' only Christmas gift this year. 

 

Please label each shoe box with age group (Infant, 2-4, 5-9, 10-14, 15-18, Adult) and whether it is for a male or female. 

 

Try to include:  

�� a wow item  

�� a personal care item  

�� a useful item  

�� a fun item  

 

Other needs that may not fit in a shoe box: Towels, laundry soap, large t-shirts and sweatshirts, blankets and  

bedding, hunting clothes, coats and shoes for kids, wrapping paper, craft kits, ornaments, all toiletries (please put lotion and 

shampoo in a ziploc bag to prevent spills). 

 

Gift suggestions: Dolls, balls, stuffed animals, small musical instruments, slinky, play-doh, crayons, colored pencils,  

coloring books, school supplies, notebooks, paints, barrettes, hair ties, headbands, shoes, socks, underwear, bag, purse, 

bracelets, some sunglasses, lip balm, mirror, watch, flip-flops, sweatshirt, sweat pants, nightgown or pajamas, puzzles, 

books, flashlight, deodorant, hat, scarf, mittens, sewing kit, picture frame, playing cards, small blanket, blocks, stickers, 

kitchen items for cooking and baking, stickers, tennis balls, comb, brush, toothbrush, a washcloth, small cars and trucks, 

interactive toys (please include extra batteries), hacky sack, nail clipper, small tools, games, cosmetics, wallets, jewelry,  

slippers, and batteries. 

 

DO NOT include: Canned goods or food items; used or damaged items; or violent items such as toy guns or knives. 

 

It is very helpful if: 

�� Your boxes are wrapped in Christmas gift wrap 

�� Boxes are wrapped in a way they can be viewed (boxes are inspected)  

�� Liquid toiletries are packed in ziploc bags (to prevent leaking)  

 

If you would rather not pack a shoebox, we can accept items to be included in a shoebox later. 

 

Collection bins wrapped in gift wrap will be in the Gathering Space and the entrance of the Activities Building the week 

after the Fall Festival.  

 

May the blessings of our Risen Savior bring us FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE. When our gifts are delivered, we will be  

celebrating the birth of our baby Jesus, the Savior of the world. Thank you for helping us spread his joy!  

 

Thank you so very much for joining us in this year’s Appalachia Christmas Mission Shoe Box Project!  

Contact Becky, Health and Wellness Coordinator, 952-297-8423, beckyr@saintbonaventure.org with questions. 

�� Add a personalized note and a religious item if you'd like. Parishes receiving our gifts are   

Catholic, so please include rosaries and spiritual gifts such as bibles and books about Jesus, 

Mary, St. Joseph, and other saints or small pictures and crosses they can hang on their walls.  
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Alive!�

Denise Kuznia�Mails�

 

Our Alive! Committee hosted  

Valentine’s Dinner and Dance  

in February. We all enjoyed dancing,  

food, and great conversations! 

 

Ham Bingo was a great success in  

March! The night started with a sloppy  

joe meal followed by Bingo with 76 people.  

Prizes included 11 hams, six cash prizes, and 

two side dish gift baskets.  

 

Many families came together after Mass on  

Palm Sunday for our Egg Hunt for our youth 12 years and younger, 81 children participated! We also hosted a Pancake 

Breakfast that morning with donations of $913.00, benefitting our youth events. Thank you to the Alive! Committee and 

the youth that volunteered to make this breakfast and all our events happen.  

 

Watch for these Alive! Events coming this fall!  

Trunk or Treat – Sat., Oct. 29 | Military Appreciation Dinner – Sat., Nov. 12 | Turkey Bingo – Sat., Nov. 19 

 

All are welcome to our Alive! meetings to bring new ideas and help plan events. When we come together to plan events, 

we bring joy to others. If you have questions, ideas, or would like to join in the fun contact Denise, at 612-554-4963. 

Women in the New Evangelization (WINE) 

“Empowering women to grow in faith and utilize God’s gifts to build up the body of Christ.”�

 

“One invitation can have an eternal ripple effect.” Kelly Wahlquist, Founder of 

Women in the New Evangelization (WINE). 

 

Please join Saint Bonaventure’s WINE Ministry on the 3rd Thursday of each month 

in the Youth Room at 6:30 p.m. for prayer, friendship, fellowship, and faith sharing. 

This special ministry has formed lifelong friendships—we welcome new members!  

 

During our monthly gatherings, you will find us studying Christian books and  

sharing scripture and everyday stories of how God is acting in and through our 

lives and families. We also attend WINE events off-campus, including the yearly 

Archdiocesan WINE Conference held each Saturday before Lent begins.  

 

Refreshments, wine, and chocolates are served during our meetings, so light  

snacks will be available for you even if you are joining us on your way home. If you 

have questions about WINE or would like to meet other remarkable women from our parish, we welcome you to join us! 

Contact Becky Running at beckyr@saintbonaventure.org or 952-297-8423 for more information. 

Intentional Prayers for Our Parish on Wednesdays 

 

Join us in intercessory prayer for Saint Bonaventure Wednesday mornings following Daily Mass at 9:15 a.m. in the Youth 

Room. Led by our Intentional Discipleship Ministry, we gather weekly to lift the needs and concerns of our community in 

prayer. We pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the Synod, our leadership, open staff positions, and thanksgiving 

for our ministries and volunteers at Saint Bonaventure. Everyone is welcome—it's about all of us! 
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Peggy Fouts�
 

Hi, I am Peggy Fouts. I live in Bloomington – this time since 1998. I enjoyed a long career as a 

consultant in the software quality assurance field and am now retired. My husband, Don, died 

about seven years ago. We are blessed with four adult sons, eleven grandchildren, and one 

great-grandchild. Three of my sons live in the Twin City area, and I spend a lot of time with 

them and their families. I visit my fourth son’s family in Wisconsin for about one week  

a month. There I love being able to help care for my special needs grandson. 

 

Family has always been important to me. I am the oldest of eight children and consequently 

was a second mother to most of them. They are now spread across the United States.  

I like to visit them but can only make about two trips a year. When I was growing up,  

I told people that I wanted to have twelve sons! God saw fit to stop me at four. 

 

I spend a lot of time around Saint Bonaventure. You might see me in the office, helping at parish  

events, or 4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturdays. I also do a lot of behind-the-scenes tasks as a member of the Intentional  

Discipleship Core Team – contributing to parish communications and supporting courses that we sponsor. 

 

What do you love about Saint Bonaventure? God has truly blessed me with the Saint Bonaventure community to 

support me in my walk with Him - growing ever closer to Him and closer to His people. I love serving here. 

Fr. Edwin Ngah, CFIC�
 

We recently welcomed Fr. Edwin Ngah, a priest with The Congregation of the Sons of the 

Immaculate Conception, (CFIC), to our friary here at Saint Bonaventure. Fr. Edwin’s ministerial 

assignment in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis is as a hospital chaplain for Hennepin 

County Medical Center (HCMC).  

 

Fr. Edwin is originally from Cameroon and is fluent in Spanish, English, and French. Ordained  

in 2013, he has served in Equatorial Guinea, Africa; Alberta, Canada; and Yucatan, Mexico.  

Fr. Edwin loves jogging, hiking, playing soccer, reading, table tennis, socializing and dancing.  

 

What do you love about Saint Bonaventure? What a place to be! Saint Bonaventure is 

also a place of encounter with God. The quietness of the place speaks to the soul, welcoming 

people, fervorous pillars of the pilgrim Church. 

Jenna Pepka�

Hi, my name is Jenna Pepka. I have been a parishioner at Saint Bonaventure my whole life and I 

am so excited to work with the youth this summer! Some fun facts about me: I grew up in 

Bloomington, and am currently going to the University of Mary working towards a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Biology Education. I was part of Saint Bonaventure’s Core Team for three years 

while I was in high school. I love to paint, read, hike, paddleboard, and spend time outside. I 

cannot express how excited I am to help the youth this summer by putting on events that will 

further their faith and love for our Lord. I believe it is important to build a community where 

every member strives towards a common goal. I hope to ignite the passion and zeal that is 

waiting to be released in the heart of the younger generation. I can’t wait to see what the Lord 

has in store for the youth this summer.  

 

What do you love about Saint Bonaventure? Our community is welcoming and tight 

knit, everywhere you look there are people saying hi to friends they have had for a long time and saying hi to new ones.   
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July 15          Feast of Saint Bonaventure 

 

Aug. 15        Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Sept. 9-10     St. Boni’s Fall Festival 
 

Oct. 29        Alive! Trunk or Treat 
 

Nov. 1         All Saints Day 
 

Nov. 4-5      Christmas Craft Boutique 
 

Nov. 12       Alive! Military Appreciation 

z 

Nov. 19       Alive! Turkey Bingo 
  

Dec. 8         Immaculate Conception 
 

Dec. 10       Alive! Breakfast with Santa 

 

Please check saintbonaventure.org for the calendar of events. 

The Church of Saint Bonaventure of Bloomington, Minnesota 

901 East 90th Street  

Bloomington, MN  55420-3801 


