A Call to forgiveness: 24" Sunday.

An amazing story of forgiveness: Les Misérables by Victor Hugo is an
1862 epic novel that follows the profound conversion and redemption
of an ex-convict named Jean Valjean in 19th-century France. Jean
Valjean serves 19 years in prison for stealing a loaf of bread and
breaking parole. Rejected by society, he continues to steal, but he is
forgiven and shown mercy by Bishop Myriel after he stole Bishop’s
silver candlesticks. This act transforms Valjean, who starts a new,
honest life.

-The police who caught Jean thought that they will be appreciated by
Bishop for recovering his stolen silver candlesticks, but were surprised
to hear that ‘those were gifted to him’. There begins Jean’s story of
conversion.

Today’s readings are challenging; they highlight one of the most
difficult themes that Jesus taught and lived: forgiveness. In our own
lives, when we experience being wronged, and often the ongoing
consequences of an injustice being done to us, our hearts can almost
naturally default to what Sirach described in today’s first reading: to
hugging hateful things like wrath or anger. We do this as we cope with
the pain of betrayal, the shattering of dreams, and the realities of how
our lives have changed due to injustice.

It is supernatural, to begin to let go and to live in the freedom that Jesus
promises us and that only Jesus can give. For if we keep hugging onto
the anger and wrath, we instead live a life of misery and imprisonment
to what has befallen us, because we know that unforgiveness is self-
destructive. Because it bothers our conscience and steals away our
peace of mind.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Hugo

Forgiveness is not the only difficult teaching that Jesus gives to His
followers. St. Paul in today’s second reading is likewise challenging:
inviting us to live not for ourselves but for God. These guidelines for the
Christian life have never been easy to live out, but as our culture slowly
moves away from its Christian grounding, they can become even more
difficult to put into practice. This can leave us wondering questions like:
how can we come to better understand and live like what Jesus taught?

The prodigal could not return to the garden of innocence, but he was
welcomed and reinstated as a son. The errant son's dramatic change
from grief and guilt to forgiveness and restoration express in picture-
language the resurrection from the dead, a rebirth to new life from
spiritual death. That parable also contrasts mercy and its opposite -
unforgiveness. The father who had been wronged, was forgiving. But
the eldest son, who had not been wronged, was unforgiving. His
unforgiveness turns into contempt and pride. And his resentment leads
to his isolation and estrangement from the community of forgiven
sinners.

Let’s never forget the golden rule in the bible: “Do unto others what
you want them do to you”. You want your sins forgiven by God. And He
always does so, without conditions. He wants us to do the same. God
seeks our highest good and teaches us to seek the good of others, even
those who hate and abuse us. It is grace - treating others, not as they
deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated - with loving-kindness
and mercy. God is good to the unjust as well as the just. His love
embraces saint and sinner alike. It is by forgiving-showing mercy-that
God becomes man and man becomes God. Amen



